
'14 November 2007

Clemente I\,4astella
l\,4inister ofJustice
Largo Luigi  Daga 2
t-00164 ROME
rra y

Dear lV nister

Re: Abou Etkassim Bri tel
i l l Í l i7Ìon"l- ìuto*".1 in Prison d. acco Bousiu. casablunc" I i loro""o

Ffl js a non-govefnmental organisation ihat works to pronote fair t'ials accordLng to
internrt ional stàndards of jusi icJand to defend the r ighis oí those facing cr im nal charge5 ln
co-nlr 'es olLer i : ,d_ i ! ìe,  orn.

We are sr l tcr t ìng ihe.2sc c:  \4I  Abo! 5!k:ssÎ  = '" ' :  2r  : ' '?"aio ' ì '  r - t 's ' - ' '  '
Ca,ablanca aller ùe-i .g senle:-rcec ro 9 yeq:s inpi'sonmeni Iî rd'_3r) 2'r;- iul r'e "irè'!sn;i
o 'a s-bve.sive organisal ion and act lv i l ies ,ncludiîg holding unaulhonseo meerngs

We are deeply concerfed that despite suffering grave human righls abuses' ['4r Briiel 
'_^ma]ns

imprisoned in l\,4orocco on an unsafe convlction obiaìned ihrough torture'

Bedqerrd
lvlr Brte was arrested in Pakisian in l ,r la ch 2002 anc inteirogeted by Pakistanl and US

"fii"iri" 
o"tó* u"tg handed over to i\4oroccan authoritles, deialned and lorturec in a secret

à"i"" iù" a"i l tv in Temara released wllhort charge anci ihen rearresied.at ihe border
iro".i"g lniÀ" 'spr"i"n Nodh Afrjcan enclave of flleLila as he was Íìaking his vr'ay back ìo
ta y in N4ay 2003.

t \4rBr i tehadbeenUnderÌnvesl ]gat ionin| td|ypnortohlsarresi iPakslaìThisappea|slo
fave been an importani element in lhe charges brought against hlr l l  in Morocco t lowevcf'  In

-o,ie of tJr 'o vea's s( -ve 'élce and a lelg_hr.Jd;c'al r ' /e5l igè' ion n'o his dcl lv; l ies hp v as

"[, ' i - i  ì"0' i :-rt" 'v. jhe proseculng nJqisira e req'resred jud'a proceedrnos agàrn-l M-
àìùuì to "0" 

"r1"ruuú 
(dateà 28 July zoooi oue to "absoluie lack of gfounds of ev;dence of

.""L" *n,"n nav be Jsed n kraf '  T'e o'de'bv i5e lLdge lo'pre:mrna-y p-oceedrngs
à..,É"i"" in" eno'of i .ro " ial p'oceeo ngs /doc 974506 oateo 29 Sepleîoer 20J6\ " lèted
thai the checkg thal ha/e been undefiaken, telephone intercepllons and cnecKs on DanK
accounts have not provided any suppod to the ai legations



In l\4orocco, Mr Brilel was relused access lo hls lawyer prior lo trlal, so was unable to lrrovl'le
him wjth nstruct ions. Coffessions were used that had been obtained ihfolgh tortufe Nc
prosecuUon witnesses were presented for cross-examinallon and no vr'itnesses oa
documentary evideace wefe a lowed to be presented on hÌs behalf .

l  r  Br i le l  was found gui l iy and sentenced to 15 years in pr ison. This v/3s reduced to 9 )ears
on appeal.

As you wl be aware, N4r Bri tc l  has wrr l ie- l  to you personal ly exp:aining hls pl ight anc lhe
abuses he has been sub.]ect to.  l  e has permaiìent scaring and sLrf feis l fom lerr ìble pain i r  his
bones and has darna:e to an eye and ear.  I \ , / l r  Br i tel  wl l  suffea the physical  consequences lor
the rest of h s life.

Assrstance from the l tel lan l \4ln st tv of Just ice

As an l tal ian ci t izen, Iúr BrÌ iel  is entì t led lo assistance from your oi í :ce We respectful iy
request that you intervene on his behalf .  Vlr  Br i tel 's convìct on a clear ly unsaÍe and concrete
rneasures need 10 be taken in ordea to ensufe his release.

l \4r Br i tel 's case is supportèd by the Eufopean Pariament.  In 'Transportatìon and i legal
detenUon of pr isonefs, European Parl iament resoLut ion on ihe al leged r lse of European
countr les by ihe CIA for lhe i ransporiat lon and i  legal deient ion of pf isoners, (2006/2200(lNl) '
February 2007',  at  page 1 1, thè Éuropean Parl iament:

.  ConCemns ihe extraordinary rendit lon of l ta l ian ci i izen AboLr Elkassim Bf i le l ,  who was
aresled in P:kisrar ln Uafch 2002 bt/  the Paksìa. Dcl ice anC interrcgale. l  by US
and Pak slaai  c i i .cra.s,  anc slosequei l iy rencerec :3 : :  

-  
i . ìo:c.ca: ej l ' ìc: : : :  : îo

imprisoned in the detention facility 'femara', where he aemains delaÍned; emphasises
that the cr iminal invesi igat ions in l la ly agaìnst Abou ElkassÌm Bri le l  wefe closed with
no charges having been bfought;

e Regfeis that, accordlng io the docurnentailon provided io the Temporary Cornrniltee
by Abou Elkassim Bri tel 's lawyer,  the lÉlan l \4inistry oí internal Affalrs \r 'à\  in
constant cooperat ion'wÌth foreÌgn secret services concerning the case of Abo!
E kass m Bri te ,  lo lowlnl l  his arrest ìn Pakistan;

.  Ufges lhe l ia lan Government to take concreie sleps n order lo obtaln the imr'"edl3te
release ofAbou E kasslm Bri le l . .

l!'ieanbers of the ltaLlan and European Paflaanents have requesled that the îúoroccan Roya
Cabinet gfani a pafdon to I \ ,4r Br i tel .  The request for a pardon fol  ows an ui ldertaklng made 0n
'14 Decenìber 2006 by ihe l tal ian Undersecretary for Just ice, Luigl  Li  Got i i  who expresserl  h s
concern for Br i tel 's sì tuat ion and guaranteed "maxlmum effoat on occaslon of the com;og
concession of measure of pardon .

We sLrpport  th s campalgn for a Royal pardon and ask that as thaL as lv l ln ister for Jusl  ce you
commt to the undertakjng made by yolr  Undersecretary and Interyene lo preveni l r f tner
injustice in this matter.

Fa r Tria s Internallonal


